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1 While SWBS in many eyes in the US means the Navy’s work breakdown structure the 
Navy’s SWBS is not necessary to use with ESTI-MATE.  The ESTI-MATE SWBS can 
be any two-level hierarchy above the detail cost items.  The SWBS can be numeric or 
alphanumeric.  Other hierarchies that can be used are the Littera and SFI systems 
developed in Northern Europe or any customized SWBS devised by the shipbuilder.  
Each and every project developed in ESTI-MATE can have its own unique SWBS to 
address special requirements for each project. 
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2 The system does require that when costs are cataloged against any WBS hierarchy, predominant or not, that WBS level must have been defined on the database 
for the project beforehand. 
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3 Click on “Library/Work Centers” to access the full master list of work centers currently defined on the database for all projects.  These work centers may be 
added, changed, and/or deleted as needed. 
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4 Click on “Environment/Cost Estimating/Cost Estimator’s Toolbox.” 
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5 Click on “Environment/Cost Estimating/Cost Estimator’s Toolbox” for various copy options. 
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6 It is often convenient to have open at any one time various worksheet windows.  The user can jump from window to window using the window list displayed 
under Window on the main menu.  Windows also may be cascaded, layered or tiled for added convenience. 
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7 All “Detail” windows display a summary of the cost estimate for whatever level of the work breakdown structure has been opened.   
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8 The Cost Item worksheet provides many additional columns of information, many the results of extended costs computed by the system.  For convenience, the 
user may re-arrange the columns so that the columns of most use will appear together at the left of the worksheet.  Single click the column header and drag it left 
or right in the worksheet. 
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9 CuNo = cubic number; this formulation applies to the metric version of cubic number.  The American version that 
uses feet as the measure of length must have a division by 100 added to the equation. 
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