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PERCEPTION® MAT-PAC

Developing A Parts Catalog

A Training Tutorial
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This training tutorial outlines the basic features 

of the PERCEPTION system for developing a 

parts catalog. 

It is a supplement to the user manual entitled 

“PERCEPTION Material Planning, Purchasing & 

Inventory Control,” which provides more details 

for the user. 

Before using this tutorial, the user should first 

view the preliminary PERCEPTION training 

tutorial, “Getting Started.”
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1. Starting From Scratch: 

Material Planning, 

Purchasing & Inventory 

Control

2. Starting A New Project

3. Managing Drawings & 

Bills of Materials

4. Material Requisitions 

5. Purchase Orders

6. Work Order Pallets

7. Tool Room Control

Other related training documents are the following:

8. Managing Stock 

Inventories 

9. Receiving  & 

Warehousing

10. Withdrawing Material 

to Production

11. Managing Vendor 

Invoices

12. Managing Customer 

Billings
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PERCEPTION supports a Parts Catalog that can be used in the 

following areas of the system’s capabilities:

• Cost estimating that identifies detail material 

requirements using Part IDs from the catalog.

• Stock inventory control, where stock items are managed in 

the Parts Catalog.

• Standard Direct Purchase Material Items that provide the 

means for bulk purchasing benefits.

• Production pallet planning and management functions 

using standard parts (stock and/or direct purchase items) 

from the catalog.

• Engineering drawing bills of material using standard 

parts (stock and/or direct purchase items) from the catalog.
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The Parts Catalog groups parts into the 

following part types:

• Stock 

• Standard Direct Purchase Items

• Standard Manufactured Items

Within the each part type, a part can be 

further categorized by:

• By part classification

• By part sub-classification



6

Begin setting up the Parts Catalog by defining the part classes.

Select Library/Standard Parts Catalog/Part Classifications from 

the main menu.

Each Part Classification (its ID) 

can be defined with a maximum 

of 25 characters.
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An option for each Part Classification is a list of default 

classification attributes.  

Certain functions in the system allow the user to scan any 

set of parts in its part classification and select only those 

parts that meet a prescribed set of part attributes, such as 

color, size, & material.

For each Part 

Classification, highlight 

it, then click on the Drill-

Down button 

and select Default 

Classification Attributes.
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The default part attributes worksheet allows the user to 

define as many different part attributes as necessary for 

the given Part Classification or Sub Classification

Each Part Attribute requires the following information:

• Part Attribute Type  (from a drop-down selection)

• The Part Attribute Name & Description

• The Part Attribute Unit of Measure 
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Each attribute must be identified with a particular Part 

Type Attribute.  

This table of Part Type Attributes can be modified by 

selecting Attribute Types from the main Library menu.
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Once the default part type attributes have been 

defined for the Part Classification, the system will 

automatically copy this set of attribute names to each 

part entered under this classification.  

The user then will need to enter the attribute values 

appropriate for each part in that classification.

The Part Sub Classification default attributes work 

exactly the same way.
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To begin entering parts into the Parts Catalog, select 

Catalog from the main Library menu.

Enter the new part with

• Part Classification 

(optional)

• Part Sub Classification 

(optional)

• Part Type

• Part ID & Description

• Unit of Measure
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Additional information also can be entered for the part:

• Size

• Weight

• Grade 

• Manufacturer’s Part ID

• Preferred Vendor

• etc.
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If part attributes are to be used, open the next tab window 

and enter attribute values.  

Pictures, drawings & spec files also can be identified here.
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Special Note: If the Parts Catalog is 

being actively used by the system’s 

purchasing functions, the unit prices 

will always be updated automatically 

by each purchase.
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Parts Catalog listings and reports can be generated from 

different system operating environments.  

Some environments offer more reports than others, depending 

on the level of reporting required for that environment.
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Another option for generating 

Parts Catalog lists and 

reports is to select those parts 

in the catalog worksheet, then 

click on the Run Associated 

Reports button

and select the report desired.


